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Master’s Message
Brethren, Millersville Lodge starts 

another year with a new Master, new officers 
and many new members. I’m looking forward 
to serving as Worshipful Master and I’m excited 
to begin. I’m extremely grateful for all of  the 
support I’ve received and humbled by the kind 
words and encouragement I’ve received.

Our beautiful building has received 
a number of  updates this year. Most were 
planned, some were not. We have beautiful, 
new restrooms, updated LED lighting, and the 
front of  the building has been cleaned. What 
we didn’t plan on was a new air conditioner, a 
new commercial refrigerator in the kitchen and 
a leak in the third floor restroom that nearly 
destroyed many of  our Past Master’s photos. 
Thanks to quick action and hard work, our 
Trustees came to the rescue in every case. 

One of  my major goals for 2016 is to 
complete the “elusive” outdoor activity / fish 
fry building by September. The plans have been 
drawn, and soon, construction bids will be 
solicited. The purpose of  adding this building 
will be to not only improve fish fry operations, 
but allow for additional Lodge activities like 
cookouts, family picnics and even outdoor 
festivals. We will keep everyone informed on 
the progress.

In closing, my #1 commitment this year 
will be to the past, present and future Brethren 
of  Millersville Lodge #126. 

As Master, I will be required to make 
many decisions throughout the year. As a 
business owner, making decisions is a normal 
part of  my daily routine but there is a big 
difference between the two. As a business 
owner, my decisions are based on what is best 
for the business and ultimately, what’s best 
for “me.” As Master, my thinking needs to 
be the complete opposite. My decisions must 
take into account Masonic traditions, Masonic 
Law, and ultimately, what is best for the 
Brethren, both present and future. The least 
consideration is what’s best for “me.” Thanks 
to the experience and training I’ve received as 
a line officer and the wise council I’ve received 
from Past Master’s, long time Brethren as well 
as new members, I’m confident that, together, 
Millersville Lodge #126 will continue to “Make 
Good Men Better.”

Sincerely,

Jim Strauss
Worshipful Master

Announcements
Committees

As our membership grows and 
our activity levels increase, we have 
more energy to do more cool things.  
This year, we launched a revamp of  
the committee system with renewed 
focus and a spot for every member 
who wants to be involved.   More 
details are available our website.

www.millersvilleLodge.org/leadership/
committees

Mentorship

The true cornerstone of  a 
Mason’s experience is a good mentor.  
A mentor is not just a memorization 
tutor, but a friend, confidant, and 
guide through the ladders of  our 
mystic circle.   We are helping 
more and more Brothers become 
mentors so that they may help our 
new candidates build lasting ties 
with Millersville Lodge.  For more 
information about mentorship at 
Millersville, see our website. 

www.mi l lersv i l leLodge.org/
mentorship

Exciting Programming

We have some very exciting programming planned 
for this year.  So that as many Brothers as possible can 
participant in these events, we’ve planned them in advance 
and provided details. These activities are opportunities 
for Brothers, couples and families to get to know each 
other while enjoying fun activities around Indianapolis 
and at the Lodge.  These are also great opportunities 
to bring a friend who is interested in Masonry, but still 
not quite ready to come to Lodge meeting.  Remember, 
people join people, not organizations.  These outings 
are a great way to meet the people of  Millersville.  More 
details are on pages six through 10 and on our website.

www.millersvilleLodge.org/events

Jim Strauss
Worshipful Master
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Message From the West

I can’t even begin to express how 
much I appreciate being an officer at 
Millersville Lodge and the amount of  fun 
that I have spending Tuesday nights with 
many of  you.  I recognize that all this fun 
doesn’t exist without the dedication and 
devotion of  so many Brothers.

If  you haven’t been to Lodge in a 
while, I would like to invite you back.  There 
is a real positive energy here, and there are 
a lot of  different activities to appeal to a 
variety of  interests.  Dinner is always at 6 
and Chef  Michael and his crew always have 
something tasty prepared.  

J.D. Cash
Senior Warden

I am aware that there are a many 
reasons why people don’t come to Lodge 
and I would like to address a few of  them.  
First of  all, some of  you have a hard time 
getting out.  This is understandable.  You 
might not drive much, particularly when 
it’s dark, and I have heard that some don’t 
want to burden anyone else by asking for 
a ride. You are not a burden, you are a 
Brother and we want you here.  Please 
give us a call at 317-251-4900 and we will 
work to get you back to Lodge for dinner, 
and if  you are up for it stay for some first-
rate ritual in the Lodge room after.

The next reason that is very common 
is that some of  you are too busy.  I can 
sympathize with this.  Balancing family, 
a career, church, and Lodge can be 
overwhelming.  I’m not looking to add 
stress to your life;. on the contrary, I 
invite you to take a little break from time 
to time and refresh in the company of  
good men who call you Brother.  Often 
accompanied with being too busy is feeling 
uncomfortable leaving before the degree or 
at half  time.  If  that is all the time that you 
can fit in your schedule, then so be it.  I 
would rather you be here for a little bit than 
not at all.

The third reason I hear why Brothers 
don’t come to Lodge is that they have 
forgotten too much.  Some have even said 
that they are too embarrassed.  Although 
I understand why someone might feel this 
way, I want to ensure you that our bond 
is not dependent on performance or 
perfection.  If  you are a member in good 
standing, come on back and we will help fill 
in the details as required.  The important 
thing is that you come back.

Finally, I want to give you one reason 
why you should return to Lodge that 
supersedes any reason to the contrary:

This is your home, you are our 
Brother, and you belong here.

I recognize that not every Brother has 
the availability to make a weekly or otherwise 
regular commitment to the Lodge, nor 
do all of  our Brethren have the interest 
to take on additional responsibilities in 
regards to their membership at the Lodge. 
However, everyone has a place in building 
and maintaining the value of  our Lodge.  It 
all starts with a room full of  men breaking 
bread and sharing in conversation.  Whether 
you are a new Master Mason or an Award 
of  Gold recipient, I hope you always feel 
welcome and an integral part of  something 
bigger here at Millersville Lodge.

New Ballot Box is 121 Years Old
In 1894, Sharpsville Chapter #148, Order of  the Eastern Star, was es-

tablished and held their meetings in Sharpsville, IN.  For 119 years, Sharps-
ville OES met in the same room until 2013 when they consolidated.  Last 
year, Fred Catron, our Millersville Tiler, who is a Past Worthy Patron of  
Sharpsville OES, received permission to gift this to our Lodge and went 
about restoring its beautiful wood.  On January 5, Fred presented it to our 
Lodge.  “Petitions for membership of  my aunt, two cousins, and I were vot-
ed on using that box and I could think of  no better place for it to continue 
service than at Millersville.”  Stop by and see it some evening. 
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As this is generally the time of  year 
for reflection and a pledge of  renewal; I 
have been contemplating our Lodge, the 
changes that we have overseen and the 
sweet challenges that stand before us.  Bear 
with me as I reflect.  

In the short five years that I have 
been a Mason, I believe that Millersville is 
stronger now than I have ever known.  This 
strength is due in large part to the careful 
watch of  our Past Masters, the guidance 
from our Trustees, hundreds of  dedicated 
Brothers and the invigoration of  new, eager 
Master Masons.  We have been challenged 
over the years through loss, missed 
opportunities and determining how we 

can best agree; as well as contend with an 
aging building.  We should remember that 
just as a physical building requires continual 
maintenance and the occasional respread of  
cement, so too does the spiritual building of  
our Lodge body and ourselves.  Challenges 
often lead to change, they also provide the 
opportunity to strengthen our body.

Our losses these past years have been 
significant in the numbers of  Brothers and 
value of  their Masonic wisdom.  It is not 
our place to question our Creator in the 
decision to take back what is His to create.  
It is, our responsibility to honor those who 
have been chosen to take their place at 
our Creator’s table.  This next year we will 
continue to honor those who are called and 
cherish those who sit with us at dinner and 
stand together with us as we pray. Honor 
your Brother by attending his funeral and 
you will be a better man and Mason.

As a young Mason, I will never forget 
coming back to the Lodge after an extended 
absence.  Upon returning to the Lodge, my 
expectations of  razzing and mockery were 
quickly diminished with a true sense of, 
well, Home.  It was a great feeling of  being 
appreciated for who I was and not what I 
could provide.  To my younger Masonic 
Brothers -- relish the opportunity to gain 

wisdom beheld in the minds around you.  
While these men do not think themselves 
heroes, scholars, or wise men; they are 
always eager to aid in your knowledge.  Sit 
with them and ask questions; you will see 
and you will learn.  

We operate a Lodge consisting of  
hundreds of  individual personalities each 
impacted by events from around the world.  
That we can continue to operate after such 
a long time is a tribute to the foundation 
of  the Masonic institution.  Many other 
institutions have failed over the same 
period of  time.  Here however, Brotherly 
Love and the occasional whisper of  good 
counsel temper opinions of  strongly 
outspoken individuals. We should always 
do our utmost to support the causes that 
are just while also respecting each other and 
acting upon the square to treat each with 
the dignity and patience that we would ask 
of  our creator.  

We will lose friends and Brothers over 
the next year.  We will look for opportunities 
to improve and will do our best to act as a 
family of  Brothers within our Lodge. I hope 
that we will look for reasons to take on the 
challenges that lay before us; upholding the 
spirit of  our Masonic teachings and seeking 
the wise counsel of  prayer at every turn.    

Hailing from the South

Michael Gasser
Junior Warden

 In recent years, it has become 
a  Millersville tradition for the incoming 
Worshipful Master to dedicate the new class 
of  Master Masons to the commemoration 
of  a Past Master. This not only perpetuates 
the remembrance of  our worshipful 
Brother, but hopes to inspire the newest 
members of  our fraternity with so 
distinguished a character to emulate. This 
year, newly-installed Worshipful Master Jim 
Strauss has announced that the Millersville 

Class of  2016 be dedicated to Worshipful 
Brother Floyd Sendmeyer.

 Floyd Glen Sendmeyer was born 
in Owen County, Indiana and grew up in 
Indianapolis, the eldest of  five siblings. 
As the eldest, and only, son Floyd learned 
responsibility, developed a strong work 
ethic, and attention to detail from an early 
age. By the age 12, he was already hard at 
work in his father’s roofing business. It 
wasn’t uncommon for him to lay roofing, 

both slate and tile, and he showed a singular 
willingness to perform a wide variety of  
other physical labors, particularly those 
less glamorous tasks that others refused 
to do. Working from such a young age, 
Floyd quickly became a master Craftsman, 
providing the highest quality of  work for 
over 50 years. 

 In addition to his usual vocation, 
Floyd spent 44 years in public service, 
serving seven years in the United States 

Floyd G. Sendmeyer, PM
By Steve Mech & Robbie Switzer
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Army and 37 years with the Indianapolis 
Fire Department, from which he retired 
as a lieutenant. Similar to his contracting 
profession, Floyd brought a persona of  
loyalty, honor, and integrity to both the 
military and the fire department, demanding 
the highest excellence from himself  and 
his colleagues and serving with a steadfast 

dedication to his posts. Even in those years 
toward the end of  his tenure, Floyd was 
known for his effective command of  the 
most integral fire equipment, his insistence 
on taking active, and many times hazardous, 
posts, and consistently claiming the top spot 
for his age group in nearly every physical 
fitness assessment. 

Although he worked two full-time 
jobs for the majority of  his life, Floyd 
nevertheless still found time for leisure 
and hobbies. He was an avid fisherman, 
photographer, oenophile, season patron of  
the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, and 
an accomplished knife maker. In all of  his 
hobbies, as in his careers, Floyd believed 
that if  something was worth doing it was 
worth doing well, collecting hundreds of  
volumes on the study of  fly fishing and 
Crafting quality knives for his customers 
and friends alike.

 Beyond all these other hobbies, 
Floyd Sendmeyer was a dedicated and 
exemplary Mason. After being raised in 
1967, Floyd immediately immersed himself  
in all Masonry had to offer joining the 
Murat Shrine and Indianapolis Valley of  
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite that 
same year, and more recently the Millersville 
York Rite. 

  As in all things, Floyd approached 
Masonry with zeal and wholehearted 
dedication. Floyd’s reputation for 
reliability and work ethic were well-known 
throughout the fraternity, ultimately leading 
to a remarkable Masonic career. He attained 
countless honors, served as head of  
numerous Masonic organizations, presided 
over Sojourner Lodge #768 in 2012, and 
filled several distinguished appointments 
throughout the Craft. Perhaps most notably, 
his devotion and service to the Craft led to 
his receiving the high honor of  the Scottish 
Rite’s Meritorious Service Award. 

 In addition to his passion for the 
fraternity, Floyd also brought his signature 
brand of  excellence. As Senior Deacon of  
Sojourner Lodge, he instituted morning 
rehearsals, insisting that he and his fellow 
officers demonstrate the utmost proficiency 

in the work of  our Craft. As a member for 
Millersville, he maintains legendary status 
for his tireless commitment to cutting and 
preparing fillets for the annual Fish Fry. 
Wherever there was work to be done, Floyd 
could always be found close by.  

Floyd was both loving and loyal to 
his friends, family, and Brothers, heralded 
for his ability to never meet a stranger. 
One former colleague, recalled that Floyd 
once spent the only two hours of  sleep 
he was afforded during a long-shift at the 
firehouse to teach him how to fly fish in the 
parking lot. Carole Sendmeyer remembers 
that regardless of  how busy he was with 
Masonry, which took a minimum of  three 
nights a week, her husband always took 
time to have dinner at home with her.

Worshipful Brother Floyd Sendmeyer 
was a man who valued accountability, 
fidelity, and integrity. He demonstrated 
a legacy of  excellence, improvement, 
commitment, and dedication to his 
friends, family, colleagues, and Brothers. 
Despite his high-level of  accomplishment 
both in his professional and personal life, 
Floyd remained an example of  humility 
and respect and was known for his 
encouragement of  the youngest members 
of  our fraternity, observing that the future 
of  the organization was with youth. When 
asked what advice her husband would give to 
new Master Masons to succeed in the Craft, 
as well as in life, Carole responded with the 
following, something Floyd frequently said: 
“Any organization is dependent on what 
you put into it. It’s important to become 
involved: accept an office, join the Craft, 
and don’t forget those vows you took at the 
Altar. You may never live up to them, but 
just trying to do so will make you a better 
man.”

So, Brethren, in the coming year, 
let us all strive to emulate the model of  
Worshipful Brother Floyd, a man’s man, 
a Mason’s Mason, and a fine example of  
a husband, father, Brother, colleague, and 
friend. Although we may never attain the 
same status as our honored Brother, the 
attempt will make us all the better for trying. 

Masonic Record
• 48 years a Master Mason

• Served as Master of  Sojourner    
Lodge 768 for 2012

• Three-time President of  the Murat 
Shriners Fireman’s Club

• Potentate’s Aide (Multiple years)

• Bartender at the exclusive Jacoby 
Room at the Murat Shrine

• A.A.S.R .Meritorious Service Award

•  Millersville Superintendent five years

• Served as Millersville Trustee

• Member of  Knights of  St. Andrew

• Past Commander, Illustrious Master, 
and High Priest of  Millersville York 
Rite.
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OutdoorActivity: Fish Fry Shelter
The rumors have been around for years! Are there really plans for 
an outdoor building? Is it a fish fry building? Is it a picnic building? 

The answer is YES! We now have actual plans for an outdoor ac-
tivity / fish fry building. Thanks to Millersville Brother, Henry G. 
Meier, Architect, we have plans and they look great! The next 

step in the process is to get contractor bids, which we are doing 
now. The next step after that will be up to the Brethren. In addition 
to approval by the Brethren, we’ll need funding. This will involve 
everyone, but before going further, take a look at the plans. Your 
opinion and suggestions are always welcome. 
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While we are doing our best to ensure consistency in the time and location of events, please check the Lodge web-
site (http://www.millersvilleLodge.org) to confirm the date and times and see additional events that may be planned! 
Please RSVP for social events with an email to rsvp@millersvilleLodge.org as soon as you know you’d like to 
attend.  Please note some events will sell out and/or will require RSVP by a specified date.  

Programming

Regular Programming

Every Tuesday, our doors open under the direction of  our quar-
termaster, Chez Michael Dollinger, and other dedicated chefs like 
Lloyd Atterson, PM and Dwight Stinson. You can enjoy a delicious 
meal before a stated meeting or the performance of  a degree. Our 
officers and Craft guild have studied, learned and rehearsed the rit-
ual to make our ceremonies far more than memorized words; they 
are a living and dramatic exemplification of  our principles. Most 
nights the degree concludes no later than 9:30 pm.

TUESDAY DINNERS & DEGREES 
Every Tuesday (excpet July and August)
5 pm - Doors / 6 pm - Dinner / 6:50 pm - Meeting

Come help at an open house, or better yet, bring a friend, or Broth-
er looking from another state looking for a new home.  The open 
house starts with a brief  program about Masonry and Masonic 
History, Millersville Lodge and the process of  membership.  We 
then offer Lodge tours of  the historic Millersville Masonic Temple.    
We end the day with a complimentary chili or pizza meal and a 
chance for visitors to get real answers to questions about Freema-
sonry like, “where is the hidden treasure?”

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday March 5
10am to 2pm

STATED MEETING & MASONIC EDUCATION
First Tuesday of the Month
5p Doors Open / 6p Meal & Program / 7:30p Meeting

Each meeting has a delicious meal paired with thought-provoking 
presentations.

Enjoy breakfast with your family and neighbors on the first Satur-
day of  each month.  Eggs, biscuts and gravy, pancakes and more 
are served.  Meal hosted by the Order of  the Eastern Star.

O.E.S. FAMILY BREAKFAST
First Saturday of the Month
8a to 10a / $7 donation
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Social Events: Just For the Guys

FOOOOOOOOOOOREEEEE!  Tee up at our Annual Scramble 
Golf  Outing.  Come see just how high of  a score your Master will 
get!  He’s shooting for a perfect round of  bogey golf.  That is to say, 
you don’t need to be good to play.   Your Brothers will help you out 
if  you are just learning and, don’t forget, fun prizes will be awarded.

Once again, the Indianapolis Gun Club hosts Millersville Lodge 
for its annual skeet shooting night.  Experienced and novice shoot-
ers are welcome.  The club will review safety rules and guns will be 
available to borrow.  Better yet, Millersville has quite a few advanced 
skeetsmen who will help everyone learn and have fun.  Friends and 
guests are welcome, of  course.

Millersville Lodge will confer the Master Mason Degree for the 
Grand Master’s One-Day Class.  Invite your candidates to also join 
the Indianapolis Valley of  the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 
that same weekend.

Grand Lodge Events
ANNUAL SCRAMBLE GOLF OUTING
Cost TBD
June
Sahm’s Golf Course
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/annual-golf-outing/

GRAND MASTER’S ONE-DAY CLASS
Master Mason Degree
Fri/Sat April 8,9
Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/grand-masters-one-day-class/

ANNUAL SHOTGUN NIGHT
Cost TBD
This Spring
Indiana Gun Club
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/annual-shot-gun-night

Petitions are avail-
able for download 

on our website:   
millersvilleLodge.org
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Social Events: Couples

Come to Millersville Lodge to en-
joy a steak dinner for  your Val-
entine’s Day meal while you and 
your special someone enjoy live 
music from Tim Wright.  Tim 
Wright-his voice as nimble as his 
fingers; he’ll move from singing in 
a Garth Brooks twang to a James 
Taylor song that when you close 
your eyes, you’d swear you were 
at a J.T. concert, all the while pick-
ing a seemingly endless succession 
of  stringed instruments: banjo, 
acoustic guitar, electric guitar, do-
bro, and pedal steel.  Come and 

enjoy music from the 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s and 2000s.  Guests 
are welcome.

Welcome spring with a trip to Madison, Indiana where the Grand 
Lodge of Indiana was founded.  The Brothers and their partners are 
invited on this trip.  The bus will drop off all non-Masons at the Mad-
ison Visitor Center where they will pick up a trolley tour of the town 
and then have free time to browse the shops downtown.  The morn-
ing will conclude with a meal at the Clifty Falls Inn.

Experience Indiana’s rapidly expanding Craft beer seen.  The brew 
us will pick us and take us on a guided visit to four of Indianapolis’ 
Craft breweries.  The brewers and staff will give you will get behind 
the scenic tours, explanation of the beer making process.  You’ll also 
learn how to taste and appreciate Craft beer and enjoy ample tastings 
at each of the locations. (Ages 21+)

This isn’t your typical symphony experience!  The night starts with 
pre-concert mingling accompanied by complimentary food and 
drink samples and then moves into the auditorium for a perfor-
mance by the ISO and Time For Three, ISO artists-in-residence.  
Don’t miss the opportunity to experince this high-energy and 
stirring performance. (Ages 21+)

ANNUAL VALENTINE’S DINNER
$10 per person in advance; $15 at door
Friday, February 13 at 5:30 pm
Millersville Lodge
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/valentines-dinner/

HAPPY HOUR AT THE SYMPHONY
This Spring
Hilbert Circle Theater
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/happy-hour-symphony/

ANNUAL SCHOFIELD HOUSE  BUS TRIP
$10 per person
April
Depart from Lodge 
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/schofield-house/

INDY BREW BUS
$30 per person
This July
Location TBD
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/brew-bus/
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Social Events: Family-Friendly

We had a great time on January 22 with more than 30 brethren and their 
friends and family attending the Fuel game -- and they won!

Come enjoy a night at the theater with your Brothers and family.  
The IRT is Indianapolis premier professional theater troop.  En-
joy dramatic stage setups and top notch acting that will be sure to 
captivate the audience.  There is sure to be both laughs and drama.

Come join Millersville Lodge 
Brethren and family, for an eve-
ning of  tailgating and soccer at 
IUPUI’s Mike Carrol Stadium 
to watch the Indy Eleven play!

Indy Eleven is Indiana’s NASL 
soccer team. On July 9, 2016, at 
7 pm they will host Minnesota 
United FC.

Mark your calendars and con-
tact us to reserve a seat. 

Join your Millersville Brothers for an unusual but fun cycling event: 
the 2016 NITE Ride. The ride is a fun ride for all levels of  cyclists, 
from kids to elite cyclists. The ride starts at the Indiana Fairgrounds 
at 11 pm, circles downtown Indy and ends up back at the Fair-
grounds for a late night pizza party. There are both 16 and 20-mile 
options. Registration will be on your own, but we will provide an 
early reminder as this ride fills up. A helmet and front and rear 
lights are required to participate. Any bike will do! We are planning 
to have several training events prior to this ride. 

INDY FUEL HOCKEY
Friday, January 22 

INDY 11 SOCCER GAME
July 9 at 7:00  pm
IU Michael A. Carroll Track & Soccer Stadium
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/indy-11

N.I.T.E. RIDE
~$25/person
This Summer
Indiana State Fairgrounds
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/nite-ride

NIGHT AT THE THEATER
TBD
Thursday, March 19 at 7:30 pm
Indianapolis Repertory Theatre
www.millersvilleLodge.org/event/night-at-irt/
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Editor
Andy Hoffman, PM

Fish Fry Sponsorships

It is never too early to 
start thinking about Fish Fry 
sponsorships!

Please give us a call or 
visit our website if  you’d like to 
help!

https://www.millersvilleLodge.
org
/fishfry/

Blog Contributors

Love history? Got a story 
to share?  How about an old 
photograph? We’d love to see it!

Fresh content on our blog 
is one of  the biggest ways we 
can grow our online presence.

Email : 
blog@millersvilleLodge.org

Petitions

People join people, they 
don’t join organizations.  Your 
invitation to dinner or an open 
house ensures we have plenty 
of  new candidates and our 
Lodge has the fresh energy to 
prosper for centuries to come.

https://www.millersvilleLodge.
org
/become-a-Freemason/

Photos from Last Year

Above: 50-Year Award of  Gold Presentation
Below: Yannick Anegbele & Bob Kinder bread some fish

Above: Joe Ketterman on the fryer
Below: Brick Path Memorial Honorees
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