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Master’s Message
Brothers,

I am excited to be serving as the Wor-
shipful Master of Millersville Lodge.    My 
masonic journey began when I was fresh 
out of college and new to Indianapo-
lis.  Tuesdays at Millersville became the 
constant in my life.  The day after I was 
raised, I moved to Denver for work, but 
moved back to Indianapolis soon after, 
largely because I missed the brothers 
of Millersville Lodge.  Since then, Free-
masonry has been a steady support that 
has, in many ways, given me a sense of 
place, belonging, and prepared me for 
life.  

My tenure in the officer line taught me 
many things about leadership, compas-
sion and being a better person. It has 
allowed my wife, Becca, and I to meet 
some amazing people and make some 
of our best friends.  

Our ritual provides a sturdy foundation 
for our brothers.  It is our shared experi-
ence, so we all have something we can 
relate to.  It establishes our moral code 
and teaches us to have compassion and 

brotherly love for each other.  It sets the 
basis for each of us to be accepted for 
who we are and the promise that mason-
ry will help us grow.

Our duty as officers is to provide oppor-
tunities for you to come together upon 
that foundation so that you can make 
connections with your brothers.

This issue of the Crossfire is a bit differ-
ent.  It is an extended issue with informa-
tion about the exciting things happen-
ing at Millersville and details about the 
great programming we have planned 
for you and your family.  We hope you 
take advantage of these opportunities to 
benefit from your membership and help 
spread the cement of brotherly love and 
friendship.

Sincerely,

Andrew C. Hoffman

Announcements
Millersville Marshall
I am pleased to announce the creation 
of position new to Millersville, but not 
new to masonry.  Tom Roberge is be-
ing appointed the first modern day 
Marshall of Millersville Lodge.  Tom 
has spent years being dedicated to the 
craft, assisting at practices, and helping 
in the kitchen, always with a joke and a 
smile to help make all of our brother’s 
feel welcome at Millersville.  The Marshall will assist in 
the usual role for the Master Mason Degree, help con-
duct candidates during multiple degrees, and assist the 
Worshipful Master by informing the craft that  lodge is 
being called to order.  Please join me in welcoming Tom 
into his new role.  

Committees
As our membership 
grows and our activi-
ty levels increase, we 
have more energy to do 
more cool things.  This 
year, we launched a re-
vamp of the committee 
system with renewed 
focus and a spot for ev-
ery member who wants 
to be involved.   More 
details are available our 
website.

www.millersvillelodge.org/
leadership/committees

Mentorship
The true cornerstone of a ma-
son’s experience is a good 
mentor.  A mentor is not just 
a memorization tutor, but a 
friend, confidant, and guide 
through the ladders of our mys-
tic circle.   We are helping more 
and more brothers become 
mentors so that they may help 
our new candidates build last-
ing ties with Millersville Lodge.  
For more information about 
mentorship at Millersville, see 
our website. 
www.millersvillelodge.org/mentorship

Andrew Hoffman
Worshipful Master
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The Universality of Masonry: Charity for our Brothers
When I started my masonic journey 
several years ago, I met a man, Alfred 
Lincoln, who was also just starting his 
masonic journey.  He was the first man 
I had ever met that was from Africa, 
specifically Liberia.  We hit it off right 
from the first meeting.  His enthusiasm 
for masonry was contagious.  You al-
ways hear that masonry is worldwide, 
but it’s hard to visualize the scope of its 
reach.  As our friendship grew, I started 
understanding what the “universality of 
masonry” meant.  At the time, I knew 
nothing about his homeland, but he 
freely answered the questions I had.  The 
strong connections between Liberia and 
the United States were very interesting, 
to say the least.  The hardships endured 
by the people of Liberia over the years 
seemed to never end.

Fast forward to 2014.  I now have many 
brothers from Africa!  From Liberia, Be-
nin, Ivory Coast and other countries.  I 
would have never guessed that I would 
have brothers and friends from such far 
away places.  Learning about their cul-
ture and experiencing the food of Afri-
ca has been a rewarding experience.  I 

may be wrong, but I have to believe it’s 
unique to Millersville Lodge. 

But now there is a tug on our cable-tow 
from our African brothers. The worst 
epidemic, Ebola, is taking a toll on our 
brother’s families in Liberia. In a mason-
ic sense, their families are our families.  
Their mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 
children and grandchildren are in need.  
Even if they are fortunate enough avoid 
the disease, they are kept from working 
and providing for themselves and their 
families. You can imagine the sleepless 
nights our brothers face not knowing the 
fate of their loved ones.

Our obligation tells us we should contrib-
ute to the relief of our distressed, worthy 
brothers.  I know many of us have offered 
assistance, whether it be money, prayers 
or just a kind word of encouragement.  
Our Worshipful Master, Chris Hinshaw, 
wanted his year in the east to be focused 
on charity.  I can’t think of a better way 
to honor his year than by continuing the 
tradition. Please help our brothers any 
way you can.

Class Dedication: Neal Thomsen
A tradition started by John Koren is to form an annual class, and 
dedicate the raisings of the year to the memory of Millersville 
brother who was influential in Millersville history or the Master’s 
life. Arthur Roberts was selected as the honoree of 2013 and Kim 
Rader in 2014.  2015 is dedicated to Neil Thomsen, PM.  Neil was 
a “double  brother” a member of my undergraudate fraternity, 
Lambda Chi Alpha, as well as freemasonry.  From the time I was 
a Steward, Neal told me how much he was looking forward to my 
year as Master.  It saddens me he was unable to make it, so I only 
see fit to dedicate this year to him.

The token presented to new Master Masons will be a forget-me-
not pin, like Neal used to present to new Master Masons.  See 
page five for a dedication by our Deacons. 

Exciting Programming
We have some very exciting programming 
planned for this year.  So that as many brothers 
as possible can participant in these events, we’ve 
planned them in advance and provided details 
These activities are opportunities for brothers, 
couples and families to get to know each other 
while enjoying fun activities around Indianapolis 
and at the lodge.  These are also great opportuni-
ties to bring a friend who is interested in masonry, 
but still not quite ready to come to lodge meet-
ing.  Remember, people join people, not organi-
zations.  These outings are a great way to meet 
the people of Millersville.  More details are on 
pages six through ten and on our website.
www.millersvillelodge.org/events

Jim Strauss
Senior Warden
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Every Man A Leader:
A New Look at Lodge Leadership
There are two basic kinds of leadership 
in any organization: formal and infor-
mal.  The primary distinguishing factor 
between the two is that formal leaders 
hold a position of authority and informal 
leaders do not.  Anyone could make a 
list of the formal leaders in our lodge, if 
not by name at least by position.  The 
Worshipful Master, Secretary, or Masonic 
Home Ambassador are just a few.  Their 
respective responsibilities and the ways 
in which they lead are often also clearly 
established.  Much effort, and rightfully 
so, has been put into clearly defining the 
roles of the formal leaders in our lodge 
and can be referenced in the Indiana 
Blue Book of Masonic Law or in our own 
by-laws.  The Worshipful Master is to en-
sure that the constitution, rules and reg-
ulations of the Grand Lodge, as well as 
the by-laws of his own lodge, are strictly 
observed and that all ceremonies of his 
lodge are performed with solemnity and 
decorum, avoiding all trifling and levity; 
the Secretary to record all the proceed-
ings of the lodge, make required reports 
to Grand Lodge, receive all monies due 
the lodge, file the proper tax paper-

work...  (by the 
way, make sure 
and tell WB Jer-
ry “thank you” 
the next time 
you see him for 
all the work he 
does for Mill-
ersville) and the 
Masonic Home 
Ambassador is 
to co-operate 

with the Directors of the Indiana Mason-
ic Home and the Executive Director of 
the Indiana Masonic Home Foundation 
in all affairs pertaining to the Home/
Foundation in which the lodge is or may 
become interested.  Whereas strong for-
mal leadership is a necessity for a suc-
cessful organization, it is often the infor-

mal leadership of an organization that is 
deterministic of an organization’s health.  

Informal leaders are people within an 
organization that maintain a higher level 
of respect and influence with their peers.   
Their acceptance or rejection of informal 
leadership will propel an organization 
forward or stop it dead in its tracks.  The 
informal leaders bear a responsibility to 
support formal leadership inasmuch as 
that leadership is within legal, moral, and 
ethical limits.  The most obvious exam-
ples of informal leadership at Millersville 
Lodge are our Past Masters.  Although 
they enjoy no formal authority through 
Blue Book or by-laws for the governance 
of the lodge, their opinions are highly-re-
garded and have the potential to unite 
or divide the craft.  We are blessed to 
have so many active Past Masters at Mill-
ersville that promote and support the di-
rection that the current line of elected of-
ficers is leading the lodge.   Whereas the 
Past Master’s role as an informal leader 
is constant and touches upon all aspects 
of the lodge, every brother has instances 
when there is opportunity to be an infor-
mal leader.

This kind of informal leadership is prev-
alent at Millersville and is a large part of 
what distinguishes us from other lodges.    
Whether it is a brother that routinely per-
forms a role in the craft, or one who as-
sists with setting the tables in the dining 
room, we have all seen these demonstra-
tions of informal leadership.  The list is 
truly endless: working the fish fry, writ-
ing a blog (or crossfire) article, attending 
family breakfast, delivering poinsettias 
to our widows, helping another brother 
with a home improvement project, liking 
and sharing Facebook posts, taking your 
family to the annual Indians game, visit-
ing a brother in the hospital, etc., etc., 
etc.  

All of these activities support the Wor-
shipful Master, the lodge and/or pro-

Don’t ask yourself 
what the world 
needs. Ask your-
self what makes 
you come alive.

“

J.D. Cash
Junior Warden
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As a petitioner for the Mysteries of Masonry I interviewed Worshipful Brother Neal 
Thomsen over dinner one Tuesday evening at Millersville Lodge. Neal discussed his 
career as a college instructor, he spoke of other activities and interests he had (like 
the Corvette Club and military history), but stated the most meaningful of these was 
teaching Sunday school at his church. He shared how teaching youngsters about 
leading a life of faith and teaching by example had greatly enriched his life. 

Neal found masonry later in life. Near the time he retired from teaching, and when 
attempting to find a lodge he visited an Indianapolis lodge where his father had 
served as Master many years before. He said that he walked in, introduced himself to 
some of the fellows around and briefly explained the he was interested in becoming 
a Mason, but nobody really spoke to him or attempted to engage him. He eventu-
ally visited Millersville Lodge and felt welcomed and at home, so he joined. Neal 
Thomsen was Master of Millersville Lodge in 2003, but a series of health concerns 
kept him from fulfilling the usual duties of Master. 

Neal was a consummate encourager of our arts. I remember him crossing the room 
after I had proven my proficiency in the memory lecture for one of the degrees to 
congratulate me on a job well done and encouraging me to keep it up. I have spo-
ken with other brothers who had similar interactions with Neal. He never offered a 
critique, just words of encouragement. Neal was a dedicated mason who regularly 
attended lodge, often staying for closing.    

I mentioned earlier how Neal informed me he felt at home at Millersville, on the 
evening I was raised as a Master Mason Neal crossed the room again (not too easy 
a task for a man using a rolling walker), he extended his hand and said, “broth-
er, welcome home.” He explained Millersville was my home Lodge and no matter 
where I travelled in Masonry, it will always be my home.” I found it uncanny how that 
summed up the feeling I got when I first walked in our Lodge. 

We are pleased to announce that the Class of 2015 will be honoring Worshipful 
Brother Brian “Neal” Thomsen. 

B. Neal Thomsen
BY JOHN MARKER

mote the brotherly love that is 
the cement of our fraternity.  

All of these activities inspire the 
man on the right and the man 
on the left of the brother who 
performs them with an aware-
ness of the ability to make a dif-
ference and the importance of 
serving our fellow man.

All of these activities are born 
from a brother’s own capabilities 
or interests and are performed 
with sincerity and authenticity.

The following is a quote from 
Gil Bailie: “Don’t ask yourself 
what the world needs. Ask your-
self what makes you come alive, 
and go do that because what 
the world needs is people who 
have come alive.”  Here is a ad-
aptation for Millersville:

Every brother has the capaci-
ty to be a leader at Millersville.  
The formal leadership of the 
lodge is committed to provid-
ing as much opportunity as pos-
sible for a brother to advance 
Millersville in the community, 
in the fraternity, and within our 
own ranks.  If you have an idea, 
talent, or ability you would like 
to use to help lead the lodge, 
contact one of the officers and 
we will do our best find its place 
at Millersville.

Flower Delivery
Thank you Mack Hunter 
& Ron Featherston for 
organizing the delivery.

Thank you to all the brothers 
who helped deliver holiday 
flowers and visited with the 
widows.  Our next flower 
delivery will be for Mothers 
Day in May!
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While we are doing our best to ensure consistency in the time and location of events, please check the lodge web-
site (http://www.millersvillelodge.org) to confirm the date and times and see additional events that may be planned! 
Please RSVP for social events with an email to rsvp@millersvillelodge.org as soon as you know you’d like to 
attend.  Please note some events will sell out and/or will require RSVP by a specified date.  

Programming

Regular Programming

Every Tuesday, our doors open under the direction of our 
quartermaster, Chez Michael Dollinger, and other dedi-
cated chefs like Lloyd Atterson and Dwight Stinson. You 
can enjoy a delicious meal before a stated meeting or the 
performance of a degree. Our officers and craft guild have 
studied, learned and rehearsed the ritual to make our cer-
emonies far more than memorized words; they are a liv-
ing and dramatic exemplification of our principles. Most 
nights the degree conclude no later than 9:30 pm.

TUESDAY DINNERS & DEGREES 
Every Tuesday (excpet July and August)
5 pm - Doors / 6 pm - Dinner / 6:50 pm - Meeting

Come help at an open house, or better yet, bring a friend, 
or brother looking from another state looking for a new 
home.  The open house starts with a brief program about 
Masonry and Masonic History, Millersville Lodge and the 
process of membership.  We then offer lodge tours of the 
historic Millersville Masonic Temple.    We end the day 
with a complimentary chili or pizza meal and a chance for 
visitors to get real answers to questions about Freemason-
ry like “where is the hidden treasure?”

OPEN HOUSES
Saturdays, January 17 and March 7 at 10:30 am
Thursday, January 22 at 6 pm / Monday, March 9 at 6 pm

STATED MEETING & MASONIC EDUCATION
Every First Tuesday
5p Doors Open / 6p Meal & Program / 7:30p Meeting

Education Committee Chair, Brent Williamson has some 
great programming in the works for this year.  Each meet-
ing has a delicious meal paired with thought provoking 
presentations.

Enjoy breakfast with your family and neighbors each 
month.  Eggs, biscuts and gravy, pancakes and more are 
served.  Meal hosted by the Order of the Eastern Star.

O.E.S. FAMILY BREAKFAST
Every First Saturday
7:30 am to 10 am / $6 donation
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Stated Meeting Education

Brothers John Marker and Michael Gasser will be perform-
ing a presentation in the honored memory one of our be-
loved past masters, Worshipful Brother Neil Thomsen.

For those who have yet to join an appended body, you 
might have some questions. Join us for a friendly dis-
course on the merits, similarities, and differences of the 
Scottish Rite, the York Rite, OES and Shrine moderated 
by members of the Shrine and the Education Committee.

As winter comes to a close, we will gather around the fire 
to share stories as men have done since time immemorial. 
Come gather ‘round the hearth in the parlor for hot cider 
and stories from a master storyteller, as well as those col-
lected from the brethren of the lodge.

Brother Steve Tipton will present on the Masonic Home 
and Masonic Home Foundation, a reminder to us all of 
one of our key duties and chief benefits of masonry.

The education committee will present a lesson on the 
symbolism of masonry, its history and meaning, as well its 
universal nature and application to religions, orders, and 
philosophy all over the world.

What are the orders of architecture? What do they rep-
resent? Join us for a discussion with an actual architect 
to examine the more operative components of masonry, 
and how they inform our speculative practice.

Why do we have to read the old charges anyway? Where did they come from, and what do they 
mean? Join us for a presentation that will bring deeper meaning to what frequently becomes 
little more than rushed words at the end of a stated meeting.

JANUARY
B. Neal Thomsen

FEBRUARY
Appended Bodies Panel Discussion

MARCH
Folk Tales by the Fire

APRIL
Masonic Home Presentation by Steve Tipton

MAY
Universal Symbolism of Masonry

JUNE
Architecture & History

JULY & AUGUST
Table Lodge: Old Chargest a New Way

Fish Fry Sponsorships
It is never too early to start 
thinking about Fish Fry 
Sponsorships!

Please give Michael a call 
or visit our website if you’d 
like to help!

https://www.millersvillelodge.org
/fishfry/

Blog Contributors
Love history? Got a story to 
share?  How about an old 
photograph? We’d love to 
see it!

Fresh content on our blog 
is one of the biggest ways 
we can grow out online 
presence.

Email : 
blog@millersvillelodge.org

Petitions
People join people, they 
don’t join organizations.  
Your invitation to dinner or 
an open house ensures we 
have plenty of new candi-
dates and our lodge has 
the fresh energy to prosper 
for centuries to come.

https://www.millersvillelodge.org
/become-a-freemason/
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Social Events: Just For the Guys

FOOOOOOOOOOOREEEEE!  Tee up at our Annual 
Scramble Golf Outing.  Come see just how high of a score 
your Master will get!  He’s shooting for a perfect 300.  That 
is to say, you don’t need to be good to play.   Your broth-
ers will help you out if you are just learning and, don’t 
forget, fun prizes will be awarded.

Once again, the Indianapolis Gun Club hosts Millersville 
Lodge for its annual skeet shooting night.  Experienced 
and novices shooters alike are welcome.  The club will go 
over safety and guns will be available to borrow.  Better 
yet, Millersville has quite a few advanced skeetsmen who 
will help all levels learn and have fun.  Friends and guests 
are of course welcome.

All brothers are invited to attend the annual Founder’s Day 
Program at the Scottish Rite Cathedral.  Here you will ex-
perience programming that will fill you with Masonic pride 
and be some of the first to learn about the upcoming 
plans from our Grand Master and Grand Lodge.  You will 
meet Masons from across the state and see how wide our 
Fraternity is spread.

Millersville Lodge opens the Grand Master’s One-Day 
Class on the Entered Apprentice Degree.  Bring your can-
didates the following Saturday to join the Indianapolis Val-
ley of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite.

Grand Lodge Events
FOUNDER’S DAY

Saturday, January 10 at 9 am
Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/<EVENTNAME>

ANNUAL SCRAMBLE GOLF OUTING
Cost TBD
Saturday, June 13 at 8am
Sahm’s Golf Course
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/annual-golf-outing/

GRAND MASTER’S ONE-DAY CLASS
Entered Apprentice Degree
Friday, April 17 at 6pm
Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/grand-masters-one-day-class/

ANNUAL SHOTGUN NIGHT
Cost TBD
July TBD
Indiana Gun Club
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/annual-shot-gun-night
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Social Events: Couples

Come to Millersville Lodge to enjoy a steak dinner for  your 
Valentine’s Day meal while you and your special someone 
enjoy live music from Emily Anne Thompson and her hus-
band, Kelly.  Thompson is in high demand and we are truly 
lucky to have her perform at Millersville.  She tours na-
tionally and performs over 100 shows per year.  2010 and 
2012 saw successful tours of Ireland and she’ll be back 
again in 2015.  Assistance for brothers in need is available.

Welcome spring with a trip to Madison, Indiana where the 
Grand Lodge of Indiana was founded.  The brothers and 
their partners are invited on this trip.  The bus will drop off 
all non-masons at the Madison Visitor Center where they 
will pick up a trolley tour of the town and then have free 
time to browse the shops downtown.  The morning will 
conclude with a meal at the Clifty Falls Inn.

Experience Indiana’s rapidly expanding craft beer seen.  
The brew us will pick us and take us on a guided visit 
to four of Indianapolis’ craft breweries.  The brewers and 
staff will give you will get behind the scene tours, expla-
nation of the beer making process.  You’ll also learn how 
to taste and appreciate craft beer and enjoy ample tast-
ings at each of the locations. (Ages 21+)

This isn’t your typical symphony experience!  The night 
starts with pre-concert mingling accompanied by compli-
mentary food and drink samples and then moves into the 
auditorium for a performance by the ISO and Time For 
Three, ISO artists-in-residence.  Don’t miss the oppor-
tunity to experince this high-energy and stirring perfor-
mance. (Ages 21+)

ANNUAL VALENTINES DINNER
$10 per person in advance; $15 at door
Friday, February 13 at 6:30 pm
Millersville Lodge
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/valentines-dinner/

HAPPY HOUR AT THE SYMPHONY
$22.50 per person
Thursday, April 30 at 5 pm doors / 6:30 pm concert 
Hilbert Circle Theater
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/happy-hour-symphony/

ANNUAL SCHOFIELD HOUSE  BUS TRIP
$10 per person
Saturday, April 11 from 8 am to 5 pm
Depart from Lodge 
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/schofield-house/

INDY BREW BUS
$30 per person
Saturday, July 11 
Location TBD
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/brew-bus/
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Social Events: Family-Friendly

In 2014 the Indy Fuel, an affiliate of the Chicago Black-
hawks, joined the Central Hockey League of the ECHL 
to become Indy’s premier amerature hockey team.  Bring 
your family to a game at the newly renovated Pepsi Col-
iseum at the Indiana State Fairgrounds.  This is not the 
coliseum like you remember it, but a new, state-of-the-art 
venue that is comfortable, bright and lively.

Come enjoy a night at the theater with your brothers 
and family and see the play “What I Learned in Paris.”
Description: It’s 1973 Atlanta. The politics of race, 
class and gender are rapidly transforming as the city 
elects its first black mayor. What better time to begin 
a romantic escapade than during the eve of an histor-
ic election? Old loves rekindle and new loves ignite in 
this expertly funny and delightfully urbane love story.

Come and enjoy fun, food and games at this family-friend-
ly event.  We will enjoy spring weather and good compa-
ny.  Bring your lawn chairs and a lap blanket because after 
the sun goes down we’ll enjoy a movie appropriate for all 
ages.

Celebrate our nation’s birthday with the Valley of India-
napolis.  You don’t have to be a member of the Scottish 
Rite to enjoy the festivities.  Take a tour of the Cathedral, 
enjoy a delicious summer cookout meal and score conve-
nient parking for all of the downtown Indianapolis’ inde-
pendence-day celebrations.  When it’s time for the fire-
works, you’ll get one of the best views of the spectacular 
display as you watch the show behind the silhouette of the 
beautiful Scottish Rite Cathedral.

INDY FUEL HOCKEY
$25 per person
Friday, January 9 at 7:30 pm
Pepsi Coliseum at the Indiana State Fairgrounds
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/2015-indy-ice-game/

SPRING BBQ, GAMES & MOVIE
Included in Dues
Saturday, May 30 at 6 pm
Millersville Lodge
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/spring-bbq/

4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS AT THE RITE
Cost TBD (optional, for food only)
Saturday, July 4
Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/july4/

IRT: WHAT I LEARNED IN PARIS
$15 per person (special rate!)
Thursday, March 19 at 7:30 pm
Indianapolis Repertory Theatre
www.millersvillelodge.org/event/night-at-irt/

Sold Out!
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2014 Worshipful Master: Chris Hinshaw

Congradulations to a job well done.  Worshipful Brother Chris Hinshaw dedicated the new Master Masons raised during his year to Kim Rader.  In 
his last meeting as Master, Chris presented Dirk Rader with honorary membership to Millersville and enjoyed a photo with Kim’s family and many 
of the brother’s raised this year!  In total, 14 raisings were raised in Kim’s honor.
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